
Form for Co-Creation - Applicant 
(Participating Schools and students)

U N I TI N G TH E N E XT 
G E N E R ATI ON

Today’s and Tomorrow’s 
Designers Come Together



1. WHO	ARE	YOU?			(Briefly introduce
your class, your school level, your school, 
your neighbourhood)

Example : We are three classes of 6th grade at Saint-Alexandre-du-jardin school. 
Our school is in Park Extension, next to the railway. It is a pleasant and enjoyable 
neighbourhood but lacks a little colour. Through our project, we would like to provide 
our community with a green and colourful space to get together with neighbours 
while watering plants.  

* You can answer directly in this document, or in a separate document. If you do, make 
sure to inditify each question clearly. 
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This application is the work of three classes from L’École le Vitrail, an alternative primary and secondary 
school in the neighborhood of Rosemont-Petite Patrie. We are a group of students that represent diverse 
age-ranges: 1st, 2nd, 5th, 6th, and high school, therefore we have been working on a design solution that 
would speak to this diversity. As an alternative school, we work on a range of projects that integrate 
creativity and fun subjects, but developing a project as a school allows us to explore the challenges and 
opportunities of working towards the collective goals of our school and larger community. The natural and 
built environment thus have come forward as an important point for making the connection between 
learning and our role in this larger community. 

Neighborhood: Rosemont - Petite Patrie
Our school is located on a residential street, but is a block away from multiple active areas of the 
neighborhood including Rue Beaubien and Boulevard Rosemont, the location for many shops, restaurants, 
and Rosemont metro station. We are also situated right along a bike lane, making the space easily 
accessible by various modes of transportation including car, public transportation, biking, and walking. 

L’École le Vitrail is also located near a few different parks including  Parc des Carrieres, Champs 
des Possibles, and Pere Marquette which have been an important source of inspiration for our choice of 
biodiversity as a central theme for our project. In terms of biodiversity, these spaces are important for 
landscape connectivity and may be sources to attract different forms of wildlife like birds and butterflies. 

The demographics of our neighborhood represents a fairly even distribution of young, middle-
aged, and older people, but located near cultural districts of St-Hubert and  Jean Talon, there are people 
from many other areas of the city enjoying our neighborhood. This diversity of age-groups and residents 
visiting from other parts of the city means that our project can become an opportunity for people to get to 
know others from other neighborhoods and of different ages through the enjoyment and study of nature. 

L’École le Vitrail sits on Haudenosaunee and Mohawk land, therefore it is embedded in the 
histories and present-day stories of Haudenosaunee and Mohawk peoples. Making visible the relationship 
between the urban space, the school, and the land through natural and cultural stories is an important aim 
of this project as well. We hope that through the enjoyment of native plants and species, as well as 
educational plaques, people can reflect on their relationship with the land and the other human and non-
human beings that also call this land Home.



2. WHAT	IS	YOUR	PROJECT?
(Present your problem and the general 
idea of your project, its location)

Example : Our mural project is a tribute to the artistic movements of our generation 
and will bring colour to our schoolyard. It will be located on the north facade of our 
school, visible from the schoolyard and Bordeaux Street. Each day, several hundreds of 
students and passers-by will be able to enjoy it.  

Generally, this project is meant to explore the various relationships to 
the land as a place of learning, but also part of a larger natural 
ecosystem. More specifically, the project envisions an outdoor 
classroom that allows students of all levels, as well as teachers and the 
larger community, to learn with and from nature. We seek to provide 
places where people can enjoy urban biodiversity in various ways, 
whether it be working outside while getting fresh air or studying, 
identifying and recording native species. The design of our outdoor 
classroom seeks to address the needs of various people at the school, 
providing a place to relax, do work outdoors, and play. 

This aspect of the project came out of an analysis of the spaces around 
the school that greatly lack vegetation and animals. As many students 
and teachers expressed that parks were some of their favourite places 
to spend time, the idea to include more biodiversity on school 
grounds became part of an effort to make outdoor spaces that support 
the mental and physical well-being of the community, but also 
provide an educational opportunity for students to learn about 
ecology directly. An analysis of the site and a public consultation with 
the school community also revealed some parallel points of 
improvement, including a need for relaxing places to do work on 
personal projects, a calm space to sit with friends, and a collective area 
to teach a class outside. Through this consultation we also learned 
that students very much wanted to include play and games into the 
design, therefore we have adapted our plan to include stepping stones 
or a “sensory wall” that would utilize recycled and natural materials in 
order to stay within our budget. 

Call for projects - Uniting the next generation



*

We are still in the design phase of our project, yet we have identified 
the main aspects of our design. We would like to include comfortable 
places for students to sit near existing flower planters. We plan on 
adding hanging plants along the fence near the seating as well. As the 
school is simultaneously developing a design project for a common 
room indoors, we are researching the possibility of caring for some of 
these hanging plants indoors during the winter so that they can be 
enjoyed all year round. We are also sympathetic to the communities’ 
call for playful designs, so are currently designing a sensory wall with 
different kinds of natural materials, yet it is subject to change during 
our next ideation and budgeting exercises. 

Location: 
The outdoor classroom will be placed near existing flower planters 
along the schoolyard fence. While this space is in the school yard, it is 
visible and accessible from the street as well as from a large back 
alley. After school hours and over the weekends, this space is popular 
among members of the neighborhood who could enjoy it as well. 



3. IF	YOU	HAD	THE	HELP
OF	ARTISTS,	DESIGNERS,	OR
ARCHITECTURE	PROFESSIONALS,
WHAT	WOULD	YOU	DO?	HOW	COULD
THEY	HELP	YOU	REALIZE	YOUR
PROJECT?		?		Provide a visual (drawing,
montage, inspirational images) that can 
support your idea.

Example :  We would like to have the help of a painter to realize the final design of our 
mural. We would like to have the expertise of a ceramicist for the fabrication of the 
lampshades for our lighting system…
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As this project is meant to speak to the needs of diverse users at the 
school, we have had to integrate various important elements in our 
design. It is mainly supposed to serve as a relaxing working and 
teaching space that can be enjoyed by all different age groups, yet we 
are very interested in how ecological planting can turn this outdoor 
classroom into an opportunity to not only enjoy greenery, but also 
study and engage with biodiversity. 

While our existing plan includes adding hanging plants and 
utilizing an existing planter, we would like to put in considerable 
effort and planning to ensure that this space really attracts various 
kinds of wildlife that can be studied throughout the year. This would 
mean including a more varied ecological landscape with different 
types of native flowering plants and bushes that would provide food 
and habitat for a greater range of species. We specifically have in 
mind certain gardening types such as a butterfly garden and insect 
hotel that attract relatively well-known and “easy-to-spot” species. 
The large trees and bushes near the location for our design means 
that the site is not isolated and species can enjoy it depending on 
their different needs. 

The main goal of this project is to create a “citizen-science” 
zone that would allow students, teachers, and community members 
to notice and identify different species, so we thought it important to 
also include small informational plaques that would guide someone 
through various plants in the garden and suggest animals to keep an 
eye out for throughout the year. We considered the possibility that 
students write “stories” for the plants that talk about their history and 
role in the ecological system, but it would also be interested to 
integrate indigenous storytelling through these plaques as well. 



Call for projects - Uniting the next generation

Provide a Provide a visual (drawing,
montage, inspirational images) that can support 
your idea.



4. HOW	THIS	COLLABORATION
WITH	INDUSTRY	PROFESSIONALS
WILL	IMPROVE	YOUR	FINAL
PROJECT?
Example : Through the collaboration with a designer, we will be able to design unique 
and innovative benches, in the image of our school. We would really like to be able to 
benefit from their expertise to build with more original materials such as metal and 
recycled plastic. 

* You can answer directly in this document, or in a separate document. If you do, make 
sure to inditify each question clearly. 
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As environments are complex systems, we would appreciate a 
collaboration with a landscape architect with expertise in ecology 
who could work with us to consider the many aspects of what makes 
a space livable for different species. We want to be considerate and 
thoughtful of the ecosystems we provide for Montreal’s biodiversity 
and the plant species we include. A knowledge of complex plant 
dynamics as well as soil health and species’ needs would ensure that 
the natural habitats we include are well-suited for native species and 
remain healthy overtime. 

Specifically, we would appreciate the help of a landscape architect to 
identify various native plants that would attract certain species and 
bring colour to the garden throughout the year. This collaboration 
would also help us develop a maintenance plan for the garden and 
insect hotels so that they remain healthy overtime. 

As mentioned, we have discussed the possibility of incorporating 
indigenous storytelling on the garden plaques and would also 
welcome an artist or designer that could help us choose those stories 
and/or make art to communicate them through more visual means. 



5. HOW	WILL	YOUR
COLLABORATION	CONTRIBUTE	TO
THE	DEVELOPMENT	OF	THE	ARTS,
DESIGN?
Example : Our project will use an innovative technique of material transformation. 
Our mural project of Zaha Hadid will allow the whole neighbourhood to get to know 
this architect.  In addition, this project highlights several forms of art and design, in 
addition to making known an influential woman of architecture.

* You can answer directly in this document, or in a separate document. If you do, make 
sure to inditify each question clearly. 
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First, we hope that this project will help promote urban biodiversity 
and inspire other community members to pursue similar projects in 
their outdoor spaces. The educational signs around the project 
would allow others walking by the school or using the structure to 
learn about Montreal’s biodiversity and the distinctions between 
different kinds of plants and animals to begin the process of 
engaging with environmental questions. This project also clarifies 
and highlights an interdisciplinary approach to design that fuses 
landscape architecture, architecture and ecology to encourage 
citizens to reflect more largely on how we can build environments 
that serve the needs of diverse human and non-human beings. 
Furthermore, this space would not only educate citizens on the 
possibility for different modes of landscape architecture in the city, 
but would also allow them to engage with these questions directly. By 
providing a space where citizens could begin identifying and 
recording native species, citizens can actively engage and reflect on 
the space they are occupying while taking part in everyday ecology 
and scientific research. 




