
U N I TI N G TH E N E XT 
G E N E R ATI ON

Today’s and Tomorrow’s 
Designers Come Together

A request for proposals presented by Youth Fusion, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and Communications



1.	 NATURE	AND	GOALS
The request for proposals, Uniting the Next Generation: Today’s and 
Tomorrow’s Designers Come Together, seeks to promote emerging firms 
in the field of architecture (architecture, landscape architecture) and 
design (industrial design, urban design, interior design, event design) 
to the youth of Quebec. As part of Youth Fusion’s Environmental Design 
program of Youth Fusion, youth from 20 elementary and secondary 
schools suggest concrete ideas to beautify and improve their school 
environment. Working since October, they will now have the chance to 
collaborate with professionals from the industry through a request for 
proposals.  
 
The request is initially addressed to the young participants of the 
Environmental Design program who will formulate their project 
proposals. In this proposal, they will call upon the creative skills, 
manufacturing abilities and artistic contribution of external partners. 
 
Secondly, the collectives or firms will be able to offer their help and 
vision for one or more projects they would like to support. A jury will 
evaluate the proposal and determine the final teams, which will proceed 
with the realization of their project. The final teams will be determined 
by the jury, who will match 5 schools with 5 young firms/collectives. 
Ultimately, the chosen firms will each receive $2000 grants to carry out 
the projects. 
 
This inspiring collaboration between students and design professionals 
will lead to the democratization of the fields of architecture and design 
for the new generations. It will also raise youth awareness about the 
process of designing adapted, sensitive and sustainable developments. 
The result will be five immersive projects that will benefit schools and 
their communities for years to come. 
 
The funds provided seek to cover a portion of the fees or manufacturing 
costs associated with the realization of the young participants’ ideas. It 
also supports emerging firms and collectives during a time when quality 
communal spaces are more important than ever. 
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2.	 	ORIGIN	AND		 	 	
  C ON TE XT

3.	 	PARTICIPATION	

Since 2015, Youth Fusion’s Environmental Design program has 
empowered youth in Quebec to explore the environmental design field. 
The approach improves communal spaces by placing environmental, 
social and cultural concerns at the heart of its practice. Students design 
and carry out projects with the goal of creating a legacy for both their 
schools and neighbourhood communities. 
 
In 2019, a funding request was submitted to the Ministry of Culture 
and Communications to support the schools seeking additional help 
designing or carrying out projects that match their ambitions. This grant 
is in addition to the budget for school projects, which is generously 
financed by the Society for the Celebration of Montréal’s 375th 
anniversary, a fund managed by the Foundation of Greater Montréal as 
part of the Design 375° initiative. 

Schools and participants of Youth Fusion’s Environmental Design 
program must meet the following requirements:
 
• Be currently registered in the Environmental Design program.
• Submit the request for co-creation form (attached) no later than February 

22 at noon. 
 
Firms and collectives wishing to get involved in this initiative must 
meet the following requirements:
 
• Be currently registered single professional or as a team of professionals in 

the fields of architecture, landscape architecture or design. 
• Have at least one emerging designer on the team (less than five years in 

the job market).
• Less than ten years of existence. 
• Have completed projects to its credit.
• Fill out the request for co-creation form. One per school you wish to be 

involved with. 
• Submit your complete application (request for co-creation form) before 

March 1st. 
• Be available for project implementation (April and May 2021). 
• Be able to travel to the project site for the realization (April and May 

2021). All projects must be carried out in compliance with the health 
recommendations issued by the government.

The winning teams: School + firm/collective will be announced on 
March 25, 2021. 
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4.	 DOCUMENTS	TO	SUBMIT	

5.	 SCHEDULE	 	

Schools and participants of Youth Fusion’s Environmental Design 
program must submit the following : 
 

• Form for co-creation- Applicant 
 
Firms and collectives wishing to get involved in this initiative must 
submit the following :

• Form for co-creation - Offer (1 per school, up to 5 schools)
• Presentation of the firm. Why are you one of the next generation of 

firms? 
• Composition of the team and your experience in a similar project.
 
Submission to Mathilde Lacoste - Environmental design program 
manager, mlacoste@fusionjeunesse.org by the deadline (see 
schedule).

Launch of the contest in schools (coordinators)—February 8

Submission of the forms for co-creation—Applicant—February 22, at noon. 

Sharing projects to the firms/collectives—March 1st, at noon.

 Submission of the forms for co-creation—Professionals—March 15, at noon. 

 Evaluation of applications and proposals by the jury—March 22. 

 Announcement of the winning co-creation teams: March 25, at noon.

QUESTIONS	
 
If you need more information regarding the contest, please contact Mathilde 
Lacoste at mlacoste@fusionjeunesse.org.
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6.	 EVALUATION	CRITERIA	AND		 	
	 SELECTION	PROCESS	 	
A jury formed of: 

• Experts from the Environmental Design program
• Representatives from the Youth Fusion organization
• Representatives from the Ministry of Culture and Communications

The jury will select among the eligible applications the five winning 
projects based on the following criteria: 

• Overall quality of the presentation (Did the team answer all 
questions? Did they provide a clear vision of their idea? Did they 
produce a visual medium?)

• 
• Scope of the project and potential impact on the community (Is the 

project located in a place accessible for the entire community? Does 
the project participate in the animation of a street facade? Does the 
project highlight the cultural history of the neighbourhood? etc.)

• 
• Potential to promote the architectural or design culture (Is the 

project located in a very busy area? Does the project require an 
innovative design or the use of a new technique? Will the project be 
highlighted by an explanatory plaque? etc.)

• 
• Planned sharing of knowledge and expertise (co-creation 

workshops, manufacturing workshops, site visits, etc.).
• 
• The added value conferred to the initial project imagined by the 

youth (difference between the project without the contribution of 
an external firm and with the collaboration of the latter).

• 
• Coherence of the visions of requests and offers 
• 
• Coherence of demand and supply needs and expertise
• 
• Guarantee of project completion (expertise, budget, risks)

The selection will also consider a fair distribution of the selected 
projects according to: 
 
• Fair representation of the program’s neighbourhoods, cities and 

regions
• A variety of disciplines involved
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7.	 WHAT	TO	DO	IF	THE	PROJECT	

If the project is selected, the school agrees to receive the visit of 
experts as part of in-person co-creation or realization workshops while 
respecting the sanitary measures. 
 
The firm/collective agrees to work with the school in order to achieve the 
vision of the project, or a component of the project, as suggested in the 
proposal. 
 
The firm/collective agrees to work within the timelines of the 
Environmental Design program to complete the project by June 2021. 
 
The firm/collective agrees to receive the amount of the grant, by check, 
after completing all the services provided for this request for proposals 
and after submitting a detailed invoice for the service provided to Youth 
Fusion. 
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